SHENNAN FROM ANNAN
Descendants of William Shennan

1  
William Shennan   1806 – 

..   +Ann Little   1806 – 
..   2   David Shennan   1823 – 
……   +Agnes Thomson   1830 – 
……   3   Margaret Shennan   1848 – 
..   2   Joseph Shennan   1831 – 
……   +Margaret Jeffrey   1829 – 
……   3   Sarah Shennan   1858 – 
……   3   Ann Shennan   1869 – 
..   2   Jane Shennan   1834 – 
..   2   Robert Shennan   1837 – 
……   +Mary Irving   1842 – 
……   3   George Shennan   1862 – 
..   2   James Shennan   1845 – 
……   +Sarah Cowx   1845 – 
……   3   Susan Ann Shennan   1873 – 
……   3   Joseph Shennan   1876 – 
……   3   Esther Shennan   1879 – 
..   2   John Shennan   1846 – 
……   +Jane Laurie   1848 – 
……   3   William John Shennan   1874 – 
……   3   Jane A Shennan   1877 – 
..   2   Margaret Halliday Shennan   1847 – 1928 
……   +James Brown   1843 – 1897 
……   3   Ann Brown   1869 – 1894 
……   3   Helen Brown   1877 – 1924 
……   3   Margaret J Brown   1878 – 
..   2   Helen Shennan known as Shannon   1851 – 1924 
……   +Robert Glover


……   3   John Irvine Shannon known as Lennox   1882 –  
……….   +Catherine R Ballantyne   1883 – 
The First Generation
William Shennan was born around 1806 in Annan, Dumfries.

There were four children born out of wedlock (this is unbelievable)

1.    David was born around 1823

2.    Joseph was born around 1831

3.    Jane was born around 1834

4.    Robert was born around 1837

1841 Census

William married Ann Little on 14 July 1843 in Annan, Dumfries.

After the marriage there were another four children born.

5.    James was born on 26 September 1845

6.    John was born around 1846

7.    Margaret Halliday was born on 16 May 1847

1851 Census

8.    Helen was born on 12 May 1851

William was a Master Shoemaker.
The Second Generation
David Shennan was born around 1823 in Annan, Dumfries and he is the first child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

He married Agnes Thomson.

Agnes was born on 23 August 1830, christened on 19 October 1830, in Annan, Dumfries and her parents were William Thomson and Margaret Bell.

There was one known child in this marriage:

1.    Margaret was born around April 1848
Joseph Shennan was born around 1831 in Annan, Dumfries and he is the second child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

He married Margaret Jeffrey on 11 December 1854 in Annan, Dumfries.

Margaret was born on 18 June 1829 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the only known child of Adam Jeffrey and Mary Irving.

There were two known children in this marriage:

1.    Sarah was born on 26 January 1858

2.    Ann was born on 13 January 1869 (This birth is subject to further
       investigation as only the mother appears on the birth certificate).
Jane Shennan was born around 1834 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the third child of William Shennan and Ann Little.
Robert Shennan was born around 1837 in Annan, Dumfries and he is the fourth child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

He married Mary Irving around 30 October 1860 in Cummertrees, Dumfries. On the marriage documents the surname is shown as Shannan.

She was born on 27 October 1842 in Dalton, Dumfries and she is the only known child of James Irving and Jane Morton.

There was one known child in this marriage:

1.    George was born on 7 March 1862

1881 Census for the Parish of Cummertrees, Dumfries shows Robert living at Kelhead, Cummertrees with his wife and son George 19 years.  Robert is shown as a labourer.

Robert's surname is shown as spelt Shannan.

It is noted that the record of birth for Mary Irving shows that she was born in Annan, Dumfries whereas the 1881 Census shows her as being born in Dalton, Dumfries.

It is also noted on the 1881 Census that the family surname is spelt as Shannan.

James Shennan was born on 26 September 1845 in Annan, Dumfries and he is the fifth child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

He married Sarah Cowx on 3 June 1872 in Annan, Dumfries.

She was born around 1845 in England and her parents were George Cowx and Susan Sprout.

There were three known children in this marriage:

1.    Susan Ann was born on 30 March 1873

2.    Joseph was born around 1876

3.    Esther was born around 1879

1881 Census for the Parish of Annan, Dumfries shows James living at Rose Street, Annan with his wife and children Sarah A 8 years, Joseph 5 years, Esther 2 years.  also living at this address was Mary Cowx who was James' sister-in-law, she was listed as a House Keeper Domestic Servant.  James is shown as a Grocer and Post Master's Assistant.

John Shennan was born around 1846 in Annan, Dumfries and he is the sixth child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

He married Jane Laurie on 9 June 1873 in Annan, Dumfries.

She was born around 1848 in England and her parents were John Laurie and Jane Scott.

There were two known children in this marriage:

1.    William John was born on 15 May 1874

2.    Jane A was born around 1877

1881 Census for the Parish of Annan, Dumfries shows John living at Rose Street, Annan with his Wife and daughter Jane A 4 years.  John is shown as a Flesher.

It is not known what happened to William John as he does not appear anywhere on the 1881 Census.

Margaret Halliday Shennan was born on 16 May 1847 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the seventh child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

She married James Brown who was born around 1843 in Jedburgh, Roxburgh and his parents were James Brown and Margaret Reid.

There were three known children in this marriage:

1.    Ann was born around 1869

2.    Helen was born around 1877

3.    Margaret J was born around 1878

1881 Census for the Parish of Wilton, Roxburgh shows Margaret living at 16 Wilton Crescent, Hawick with her husband and three daughters Annie 12 years, Helen 4 years, Margaret J 3 years.  James is shown as a Wool Factory Worker.

1891 Census

James died on 28 March 1897 in Wilton, Roxburgh and was buried on 30 March 1897 in Burghal, Wilton, Roxburgh.  He is shown as a Wool Carder on the Death Certificate.

1901 Census

Margaret died on 4 April 1928 in Hawick, Roxburgh and was buried on 7 April 1928 in Burghal, Wilton.
Helen Shennan was born on 12 May 1851 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the eight child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

1881 Census for the Parish of Hawick shows Helen, 28 years, living at 41 High Street, Hawick with the Jardine family.  She is shown as a Domestic Servant and her surname is shown as Shannon.

She had an illegitimate son John Irvine who was born on 12 March 1882 in Hawick, Roxburgh.  On his birth certificate both his and his mother's surname is shown as Shannon

She married Robert Glover who died before his step-son was married on 1 September 1905

Helen retired as a Domestic Servant and at the age of 72 years died on 1 January 1924.  Her surname has carried on as Shannon.
The Third Generation
Margaret Shennan was born around 1848 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the only known child of David Shennan and Margaret Thomson.
Sarah Shennan was born on 26 January 1869 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the first known child of Joseph Shennan and Margaret Jeffrey.
Ann Shennan was born on 13 January 1869 in Annan, Dumfries and only her mother is shown on the birth certificate.
George Shennan was born on 7 March 1862 in Cummertrees, Dumfries and he is the only known child of Robert Shennan and Mary Irving.

1881 Census for the Parish of Cummertrees, Dumfries shows George, 19 years, living at Kelhead with his parents.  George is shown as a Labourer

It is noted that the Census shows George's surname spelt as Shannan.
Susan Ann Shennan was born on 30 March 1873 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the first child of James Shennan and Sarah Cowx.

1881 Census for the Parish of Annan, Dumfries shows Sarah A, 8 years, living at Rose Street, Annan with her parents and siblings Joseph 5 years, Esther 2 years and Mary Corox who was listed as a House Keeper Domestic Servant.  Sarah A is listed as a Scholar.  Susan Ann is shown on this Census as Sarah A.

Mary Cowx name has been shown as Mary Corox in this Census.
Joseph Shennan was born around 1876 in Annan, Dumfries and he is the fifth child of William Shennan and Ann Little.

1881 Census for the Parish of Annan, Dumfries shows Joseph, 5 years, living at Rose Street, Annan with his parents and siblings Sarah A 8 years, Esther 2 years and Mary Corox who is listed as Sister in Law to Joseph's father.  She is shown as a House Keeper Domestic Servant.  Joseph is shown as a Scholar.

Mary Cowx name has been shown as Mary Corox in this Census.
Esther Shennan was born in 1879 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the third child of James Shennan and Sarah Cowx.

1881 Census for the Parish of Annan, Dumfries shows Esther, 2 years, living at Rose Street, Annan with her parents and siblings Sarah A 8 years, Joseph years and Mary Corox who is the Sister in Law to James Shennan.  She is shown as a House Keeper Domestic Servant.

Mary Cowx name has been shown as Mary Corox in this Census.
William John Shennan was born on 15 May 1874 in Annan, Dumfries and he is the first known child of John Shennan and Jane Laurie.

It is not known what happened to William John as he does not appear on the 1881 Census.
Jane A Shennan was born around 1877 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the second child of John Shennan and Jane Laurie.

1881 Census for the Parish of Annan, Dumfries shows Jane A, 4 years, living at Rose Street, Annan with her parents.
Ann Brown was born around 1869 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the first child of James Brown and Margaret Halliday Shennan.

1881 Census for the Parish of Wilton shows Annie, 12 years, living at 16 Wilton Crescent, Wilton with her parents and siblings Helen 4 years, Margaret J 3 years.  Annie is shown as a Scholar.

1891 Census

She died on 28 October 1894 in Wilton, Roxburgh.  

Helen Brown was born around 1877 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the second child of James Brown and Margaret Halliday Shennan.

1881 Census for the Parish of Wilton, Roxburgh shows Helen, 4 years, living at 16 Wilton Crescent, Wilton with her parents and siblings Annie 12 years and Margaret J 3 years.

1891 Census

1901 Census

She died on 1 January 1924 in Hawick, Roxburgh.
Margaret J Brown was born around 1878 in Annan, Dumfries and she is the third known child of Margaret Halliday Shennan and James Brown.

1881 Census for the Parish of Wilton shows Margaret J, 3 years, living at 16 Wilton Crescent, Wilton with her parents and siblings Annie 12 years and Helen 4 years.

1891 Census

1901 Census
John Irvine Shannon was born on 12 March 1882 in Hawick, Roxburgh and he is the illegitimate son of Helen Shennan.

1901 Census

He married Catherine R Ballantyne on 1 September 1905 in Hawick, Roxburgh.

She was born around 1883 and her parents were John Ballantyne and Mary Currie.

On their marriage certificate John's surname is shown as Lennox and he stated "I have always borne the surname of my foster parents" and his mother is shown as Helen Shannon. He is shown as a Grocer (Jour) and Catherine is shown as a Wool Powerloom Weaver.
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